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Season's Greetings from the staff of 


The WESTERN 
RAILROADER 


For the Western Railfan 


TA FE STEAM ENGINE 1010 ARRIVED IN SAN BERNARDINO ON FRIDAY, DECEMBER 3RD UNDER 
AM AFTER HAVING RUN, LIGHT, FROM ALBUQUERQUE. THIS ENGINE WAS IAST USED AT 
TON, TEXAS, LATE IN 1953 AND WAS SENT TO SAN BERNARDINO TO FILL MOVIE AND TELE- 
ION COMMITMENTS IN CONNECTION WITH THE 50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE RUNNING OF "DEATH 
SCOTTY'S SPECIAL". THE 1010 IS THE ONLY ENGINE USED ON THE ORIGINAL "SCOTTY'S 
CIAL" THAT STILL REMAINS ON THE SANTA FE ROSTER. THIS IS THE FIRST 1000 CLass 
INE TO APPEAR ON THE LOS ANGELES DIVISION IN POSSIBLY 25 YEARS, 
-- Phil Kauke and Stan Kistler 


Be, 20. JANUARY 1955 siping 
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and Allston Way, Berkeley 
San Francisco Branch, R ‘ 
of America, meets on the sec 
day of each month at the ( , Bay Po 
teria, 1057 Market St., San Frar 
| ZY on the second floor Califo: 
“TH ae GZ California-Nevada Railroad His‘or ' 
FN ZA Wa A ZW Society meets the third Tues ft Califo 
e <a“ Wy J : > month at the Lakeview Brz ane Clover 
KC) Y AA ~ j Grand and Lakeshore, Oa 
= = n Northern California Railroad Clu) 
. LA | / meets the third Thursday of the mont — 
in a coach at the SP’s Third and Tow amon 
send depot, San Francisc : D 
t t Central Coast Railwa meets 
+ the third Friday of each 
Ley gt San Jose Publ.c Library, 2iri Eureka 
nd E. Santa Clara Sts., San José 
“he Railroad Photog) gnagld Fiends-- gO LouneD Sonn | Pacific Coast Chapter « av & Feirfa 
Locomotive Historical Scci 
WITH CAMERA EQUIPMENT AND $0 BUSY CA CALCULATING CORREC istorical “I Peathe 
EXPOSURES THEY Miss MOST E INTERESTING SIGHTS ON et Tee Se eee ttt 
THE Fi FAN TRIPS... -PICTURES FASCINATE. THEM MORE THAN TH REAL THING. All meetings convene at 7:30- 
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That Golden Spike GN Opens New Diesel Shop —_ 


A two-day civic celebration at Spo- 


HE GOLD spike which Leland Stanford drove inta a wget Fat. ened the opening of oe 
laurel tie in 1869 to complete the first transcontinental nae aes wep ept ty of way hn A “a “a 
railroad has been returned to the Stanford Museum. For Festivities. included a businessmen’s 
27 years the historic shaft of gold had been kept for the luncheon, a formal dedication program, onor' 
University by the Wells Fargo Bank in San Francisco, on and an “open house” at which more Ame 
display in its History Room oo ore visitors inspected the gen- Bay 
i : eral shop area. 
The spike’s special display safe, with a heavily re- Known as Hillyard diesel shop, the Nepa 1 
inforced glass window and lighted interior, was presented new facility was reconstructed from Nevade 
by Wells Fargo. It has been installed the shell of a former steam locomotive Nevads 






shop as part of a $675,000 moderniza- 





















»r Stanford, first locomotive used in tion program. In place of steam loco- North 
n, which was reopened last May A FLEET of 500 new ice refrigerator cars el 
; has been completed at a cost of approx- sti 
eget t imately $5,000,000 by the Northern r 
It was May 10, 1869, whe ord tapp - “si cific’s railway car shop at Brainerd, Minn 7 Ocean 
pl joining of the The Great Northern recently pur- Orego! 
j F montory, Utah. “hased 10 “airslide” covered hopper Pacif: 
at (engraved and containing cars from General American Trans Pacif 
} ces) was withdrawn and portation Corporation at an approxi- 
> 1 Ol ~ ; i mate total cost of $121,000. The cars Penin 
: by Hewes, Sacra 
pre ed by <a . have been delivered. Petal 
ah 1 San] { s had originated Th . 
m since ial ree historic Great Northern ;,il- Picke 
the id : j ce © occasion an way cars built in 1879 and 1882, a pas- Quine 
wa av gave the spike senger coach, a passenger-ba; ze car 7 
M 2. and ir and a box car, have been place r- Railf 
: ; manent display at the road’s shops at ‘ 
the bank I St. Cloud, Minn 
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Published monthly by the Passenger 
Traffic Department of the Southern 
Pacific Company, San Francisco, Cali 
fornia, in the interest ef all $.P. peo 
ple engaged directly or indirectly with 
railroad passenger traffic. 


OUR BARGAIN BEEFBURGER in a 
basket that began barnstorming on 
our Overland in October is such a 
smash hit with the dining public that 
we're introducing it on a flock of other 
trains. Our Shasta, Coast and San 
Joaquin Daylights, Starlight. Sunset 
Ltd., Golden State and City of SF now 
also carry it on their menus. It comes 
in a basket on these trains as it 
does in the experimental cafeteria- 
style Hamburger Grill Car we're run- 


tuce, 





ning, on our Overland (see Nov. Inside 
Trek ). It’s the same 5-1/3 oz. ham- 
burger of US 
Choice Beef id 
served in a bun \) C 
and hung all ia 
over with toma 
to, onion, let 

pickle, 
olives and po 
tato chips . . . a meal in itself for 85c. 
And it can be had between, as well as 
during, meals, an agreeable feature for 
travelers who like to munch at odd 
hours. 

The Hamburger Grill Car itself is 
likewise panning out very well. As 
fast as we can remodel cars, we'll ex- 
tend it, complete with 85c hamburger, 
to our Owl and our Klamath. 


DOME CAR DUDED UP. Our pilot 
model Dome Car, which ducked into 
our Sacramento Beauty Shoppe re 
cently for a couple weeks, emerged 
with pneumatic end doors and new 
plastic doors in the bar cabinet. It 
will continue to hedgehop over our 
lines while we keep an eye peeled for 
possible ways to improve it 


ANOTHER GOLD COAST bit the dust 
Nov. 28, when the last private railroad 
car in active operation in the Western 
States became a museum piece. Lucius 
Beebe and Charles Clegg, publishers 
of Virginia City, Nevada's Territorial 
Enterprise, have presented their fa 
mous 47 year old “Gold Coast” to the 
Railway and Locomotive Historical 
Society, on condition that SP, WP and 
Santa Fe may borrow it whenever they 
like for celebrations. The “Gold 
Coast’, which often hitched onto onc 
of our trains, is a real period piece, 
with crystal chandeliers, green marble 
fireplace, fringed drapes and a wine 
cellar. It was meant to duplicate the 
lush Victorian decor of the “Stanford 
private car of Leland Stanford, first 
president of Central Pacific RR 


EXTRA! IT’S COMING 
OFF OUR CITY JAN. 9 


Here's some cheerful news to slip 
our Overland Route passengers. 
Commencing January 9 we're 
knocking the extra fare off our 
streamlined City of SF, the fastest 
thing on wheels by almost 7 hours 
between San Francisco and Chi- 
cago. But we'll continue to dish out 
the superduper service, with little 
luxuries like valet service, showers, 
a free & fragrant demitasse of hot 
coffee before breakfast, special sou- 
venir bibs for kids, hors d'oeuvres 
service, etc. Passengers have a choice 
of private room space or low-cost 
leg-rest reclining chairs, and our 
City, of course, purrs along on die- 
sel power. 

When we subtract extra fare, we 
also add the through San Francisco- 
New York Pullman to the City, 
making that transcontinental trip 
hours faster. 


Another big change January 9: 
our Overland, instead of ploughing 
through to Chicago, will turn 
around at Omaha throughout the 
winter months, and revert to its San 
Francisco-Chicago run next sum- 
mer. During the winter season our 
Overland, now completely stream- 
lined, will carry 4 through cars to 
St. Louis (2 sleeping cars & 2 chair 
cars). St. Louis cars will transfer to 
UP’s City of St. Louis at Ogden. 
This is the fastest through service 
and the only through car service be- 
tween San Francisco and St. Louis. 

Also we're saying goodbye to our 
old Dobbin, the Gold 
Coast, Nos. 23-24, 
which goes phffftt, ef- 
fective Jan. 9. This /7 
completely stream- { 
lines our Overland ' 

Route passenger 
trains, except for Mail 
Train Nos. 21-22, 
which is very insignificant passen- 
ger-wise. 
Quality, Not Quantity 

All this is part & parcel of our 
policy to give our passengers what 
they prefer and to liquidate what 
they don’t use (the Gold Coast) . 
Our connecting lines, UP and 
C&NW, are also anxious to accent 
quality rather than quantity, and 
our changes tie in with revisions 
they wish to make. 

The Gory Details 

Details on our new January 9 
Overland Route setup: 

Our eastbound City of SF No. 102 
will cast off from SF at 4:30 PM in- 
stead of 5 PM, keeping same arrival 
time at Chicago. Train 101 will leave 
Chicago same time as now, arrive SF 
9:50 AM instead of 9:15 AM. It will 
add conditional stops at Suisun-Fair- 
field, Colfax, Truckee, Lovelock, Win 
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nemucca and Elko. Consist of 15 cars 
will include 4 chair cars and 5 sleepers 
(one through to New York). 

Our Overland No. 28 will leave SF 
at 11 AM, half an hour earlier, arriy. 
ing Ogden and St. Louis same time as 
now. Train 9-27 will leave St. Louis 
same time as now, arrive San Francisco 
2:50 PM instead of 2:20 PM. Overland 
consist will include 2 sleepers and 2 
chair cars Oakland-St. Louis, one Oak. 
land-Salt Lake City sleeper and one 
Oakland-Ogden chair car, and it will 
add some conditional stops in both di. 
rections (see Circ. Letter No. 5673) 

Mail Train 21-22 will add an hour 
to its schedule in each direction, in 
heriting some additional stops in Ne 
vada from the defunct Gold Coast 
Train 22 will arrive Ogden 6:55 PM, 
No 21 San Francisco 4:20 AM. 

Attn. Deadheads 

And a final piece of good news for 
pass holders . . . you 
may now ride our 
streamlined Overland 
We've worked out a 
through sleeper and 
chair car via C&NW 
Train 13-14 Omaha 
Chicago for you 


MORE UPHEAVALS in schedules of 
our secondary trains starting January 
9. Passenger Trains Nos. 43-44 will be 
consolidated with our Imperial Nos 
39-40 between Los Angeles and Tu 
cumcari, to be designated Trains 39- 
40. Consolidated Train 40 will leave 
Los Angeles 8:10 PM, arrive Tucum- 
cari 5:30 AM MT, operate via Phoenix 
and Douglas, and arrive Chicago same 
time as now. Westbound No. 39 will 
leave Tucumcari 9:55 PM MT and ar- 
rive Los Angeles 6:30 AM, operating 
via Lordsburg and Phoenix. 

Calexico sleeper will be switched 
from No. 40 to Train 6 from Los An 
geles, and will return to L.A. on Train 
39. 


Also effective January 9 Passenger 
Train Nos. 55-56 will be liquidated 
from our San Joaquin Line 


Fog, Heavy Christmas 
Traffic Blamed 


A heavy increase in Chris: 
mas mail, an influx of pre-hol 
iday travelers, and a bit of dense 
fog in San Jose combined yes- 
terday to disrupt commute train 
schedules on the peninsula. 

Principal cause of disruption, 
which delayed some commute 
trains as much as sixteen min- 
utes, was the late arrival from 
Los Angeles of the Starlight, 
running one hour and twenty 
eight minutes behind time 
Southern Pacific spokesmen 
said. ' 

The Starlight, due here at 6:45 
a, m., arrived at 8:13, while the 
Lark, due at 9 a. m., pulled ir 
at 9:33. 

Heavy fog, it was reported 
delayed early trains out of Sar 
Jose aS much as nine minutes 
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Diesels Soon to Replace 
Steam on Coast Run 








Southern Pacific Railroad's 
coast streamliners, the Coast 
Daylight, Starlight and Lark, will 
be powered by diesel locomotives 
early next year, Vice Pres. J..W. 
Corbett, in charge of operations, 
announced today. 12/27 

The new diesel engines will 
replace the streamlined steam 
locomotives. First of the diesels 
1s expected to be in service 
shortly after the first of the year. 


Two giant diesels, each produc- 
ing 2400 horsepower, left the 
electromotive division of General 
Motors plant this week, heading 
for the Southern Pacific’s coast 
line between San Francisco and 
Los Angeles. They are part of an 
order for ‘nine units, the largest 
passenger diésels yet purchased by 
the Southern Pacific. 

Replace Steam 

When they arrive along! about 
the first of the year they will pro- 
gressively replace the famous Day 
light steam locomotives which 
have been operating between thie 
two coast cities for the past 15 
years on the “Daylight,” “Star- 
light” and “Lark” passenger 
trains, according to Fred Stindt of 
San Mateo, chairman of the Pacific 
coast chapter, Railway & Loco- 
motive Historical society. 

Stindt, who has been a rail his 
torian, particularly the Southern 
Pacific, for the past 25 years, re 
lates that on January 15, 1937, 
there was much ado when the 
Lima Locomotive works delivered 
the first “Daylight” steam loco- 
motive, Ne. 4410. The shop forces 
gathered around and gave their 
whole-hearted approval along with 
the management of the Southern 
Pacific. The “Daylights,” as they 
were called, were modern in every 
respect.. They were sleek and 
streamlined with red, orange and 
black colors and 22 times more 
powerful and heavier than the 
little historic “C. P. Huntington.” 

Beauty Recalled 

The new steam beauty had an 
overall length of 10842 feet and 
weighed 448,400 pounds fully 
loaded. The Southern Pacific was 
mighty proud of the six “Daylight” 
engines they had just received, 
which were the world’s most pow- 
erful streamlined steam locomo- 
tives. They ewere to make the 
“Daylight” one of the most sensa- 
tional passenger trains of all time. 
The two beautiful streamliners, 
each costing a million dollars, each 
with 449 seats, were placed in serv- 
ice on March 21, 1937, on a nine 
and three-fourth-hour schedule 


By August 4 of that year, less 
than five months later, the 100,- 
000th passenger had been carried 
to give the twin “Daylights” an 
American record in travel on a 
single-section train, a distinction it 
has continued to hold as the popu- 
lar train’s count has gone into the 
millions. 

Actually the “Daylight” had its 
beginning on April 28, 1922, as a 
Friday and Saturday special on a 
13-hour schedule in the summer 
months. By April, 1924, it was 
established as a year-around train, 
contained special observation and 
lunch car equipment and operated 
daily on a 12-hour schedule. For a 
time its exterior was painted silver 
grey, but the color proved imprac- 
tical. 

Victim of Depression 

When the depression hit it was 
reduced to a local train status. In 
1936, the “Daylight” was the first 
of the Southern Pacific's fleet of 
passenger trains to be rejuvenated. 
It went on an 11-hour schedule and 
in mid-year the two new stream- 
line trains were ordered. 

With the popularity of the “Day- 
light” another train to be known 
as the “Noon Daylight” was in- 
augurated. This 14-car train started 
operation on March 30, 1940, but 
was discontinued a month after 
the start of World war II, to make 
room for war traffic. 

The “Noon Daylight” was again 
placed in service upon the war's 
close but was discontinued in 1949 
in favor of a new overnight stream- 
liner, “The Starlight.” 

The six “Daylight” steam loco- 
motives proved so well that South- 
ern Pacific purchased another 14 
in the year 1937, another 20 in 
1941, and ten more in 1942. Each 
group had a little better design 
than the previous model. All in 
all there were a tota¥ of 50 “Day- 
light” steam engines. As the newer 
ones came the older ones had their 
side skirts removed and were 
painted black and relegated to 
freight service as more and more 
passenger diesels came into the 
picture. Only 12 (4448-4458) re- 
main in “Daylight” colors. 

Today 626 steam engines remain 
on the Southern Pacific, Pacific 
Lines roster, and already two 
“Daylight” engines have headed 
for the scrap pile, 4414 and 4423. 
Others will be around for a while 
in stand-by passenger and in 
freight service, but one by one 
they will go and the glory of steam- 
powered -trains will come to an 
end. 

———__1A_.- 0. 
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NO MAIL; OP 
DROPS TRAIN 


The Southern Pacific “Com- 
pany yesterday blamed the di- 
version of 3-cent first class mail 
from railroads to airlines for 
discontinuance of its San Joa- 
quin mail and express train, the 
Tehachapi. 19 /18 

A company spokesman said 
the train, which operdtes be- 
tween Oakland and Los An- 
geles, will make its last run 
from the south on January 7 
and from Oakland on January 
8. 
The spokesman added that 
the estimated “over-all loss” to 
the company because of the 
train-to-plane 3-cent mail diver- 
sion is expected to total $600,000 
@ year. 

“It has adversely affected 
many of the company’s trains 
operating in the San Joaquin 
Valley,” he declared, “and 
made it necessary that pas- 
senger train mileage be re- 
duced.” 

The Post Office inaugurated 
the experimental plan on No- 
vember 22, with five airlines 
carrying 3-cent first class mail 
between San Francisco and 
other Pacific Coast points, 

Five western railroads, in- 
cluding SP, Santa Fe, Union 
Pacific, Great Northern, and 
Northern Pacific filed suit in 
Federal court in Washington in 
a futile effort to prevent inaug- 
uration of the service, 


Transit Problems 


In other activities that hac 
bearing on San Francisco's prog- 
ress, or lack of it, the week in 
cluded: 

Supervisor Marvin’ -%. Lewis 
brought about delay on action on 
the proposéd construction of a 
double-decked viaduct across 
Market-st near Octavia. He 
brought about the delay—until 
the next meeting of the board’s 
streets committee — because he 
wanted to have it determined 
whether the viaduct would inter- 
a Ba 1 monorail rapid 

system 
poem ry. e has been advo- 

F. W. Panhurst,‘ head 
bridge division of the tag ae 
of Public Works, charged that 
it would be better to let the 

rails on the Bay Bridge stand 
= than to attempt merely a 
— service across the 
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1954 EXCURSION R 


Feb. 22 - Southern Pacific ng. 
C-NRHS - 54 persons 
7 - Key System 271 trip 
BAERA = 63 persons 
13-14 - S.P.-Santa Maria Valley 
C-NRHS = 52 persons 
19 - Joint Dinner via S.P. local 
R&LHS-CNRHS 72 persons 
26-27 - S.P. Snowball Special 
non-club 128 persons 
Apr. 25 - SP. to los Gatos 
Nor-Cal 348 persons 
May 2 - Sacramento Northern 
BAERA - 45 persons 
May 8-9 - S.P. to Pyramid Lake 
C-NRHS - 170 persons 
May 23 - S.P. to Sacramento Shops 
R&LHS = 270 persons 
May 29-30-31 - NWP-Arcata & Mad River 
Cen. Coast - 330 persons 
June 6 - ST&E party trip 
R&LHS - 35 persons 
June 13 - Ferry 'Marin" picnic 
Cen. Coast = 63 persons 
June 18-19-20 - RR Days to Ashland 
C-NRHS-R&LHS 155 persons 
July 10-11 - W.P.-Quincy Railroad 
Nor-Cal 61 persons 
July 24 - Pacific Lumber party trip 
C-NRHS - 17 persons 
Aug. 1 - S.P. to Big Trees 
Joint Picnic - 694 persons 
Sept. 19 - N.W.eP.-California Western 
R&LHS - 482 persons 
Oct. 9-10 - W.P.-Feather River Ry. 
C-NRHS-R&LHS - 439 persons 
Oct. 24 - Sacramento Northern 
Nor-Cal - 73 persons 


SOUTHERN PaCIFIC DIESELS ON ORDER 

6 1750 hp, DF-14, T&NO 600-601, 700-703 

12 1750 hp, DF-604, T&NO 417-428 

15 1750 hp, DF-121, 5372-5386 

58 1750 hp, DF-122, 53-87-5u4) 

4% 1600 hp, DF-123, 5h45-sihs 

18 1750 hp, DF-605, 5604-5621 

4 1750 hp, DF-606, 5622-5625 

1 660 hp, DF-205, 5119 

19 900 hp, DS-9, 1033-1051 

17 1000 hp, DS-119, 1551-1567 

- 2400 hp, DP=12, 6046-6054 
3 
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SOUTHERN PACIFIC ENGINE LISTS 

A new roster and assignment of steam 
power corrected to Jan, 1, 1955 will be 
available again this year as will be a 
1954 scrap list both for the Pacific 
lines. A new roster, assignment and 
scrap list for the T&NO will also be 
available, Each list is 35¢ with all 
three for a $1 from Fred Stindt, 1414 
— Drive, San Mateo--after Jan. 
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